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Mr Pear Friends, 

Here offer you a plain Sermon in Print, 
| that it may ſlay longer with you than it 
| * do by the Freaching. It does contain, in 

c 5 the "main Duties of our Holy Religion 
tobich we hope to'be ſaved by, and which we 
ought at all times to have preſent to our Mind, 
May the good God of Heaven Bleſs it to your 
 Eaification, as I pray be may do the reſt of 
the Endeavours of 


Your Faithful 


Servant in 


CnrisT JESUS. 
 SSHOSSSSSASUPSTSHSSSOAY x, 
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HEAVEN. 


Ac Ts xvi. 30, 31. 


Sirs, What muſt I do to be ſaved ? 
And they ſaid, Believe on the Lord Feſus 
Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe. 


HEN the Apoſtle St Paul, and his 
Companion S-, had upon Account 

of the Uproar of the Multitude againſt 
them, been commanded to Priſon by 


WILT the Magiſtrates, and had their Feet 
mad: faſt in the Stocks; God Almighty was pleaſed 


to ſhew a very great Miracle for their Deliverance. 

For upon their Praying and Singing. Praiſes unte 
God, there was ſuddenly a very great Farthquate, 

Jo that the Foundations F the Priſon were un. 
| | 2 ali 


* 
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„4 The Chriftian's May io Haven. 
and immediately all the Doors were apened, and w! 
every one's Bands were looſed. This put the Keeper an- 
| 24 of the Priſon into a great Conſternation, upon || Fc 
| the ſappoſed Loſs of his Priſoners; ſo that he me 
would, had he not been prevented, have laid vio- ot! 
lent Hands upon himſelf. But his Fear abated Ill pe 
on St Paul's aſſuring him they were all there; ſai 
and the Senſe of the miraculous Occurrence ſo L. 
awakened him into religious Thoughts, that it put T'. 
| him upon Enquiry, how he might obtain a Hap- th 
| pineſs in another World. He was now verily per- he 
| ſuaded of the Truth in general of what theſe good Ina 
Men taught, that their Religion was from God; i he 
| who had done ſo great a Miracle in Favour of it; 
he did heartily believe that the Salyation of Mens 
Souls in another World, which they Preached, II! 
© would be the Lot of all thoſe good Perſons who ne 
followed the Doctrines they were Preachers of; gi 
but ſtill he was ignorant of thoſe Precepts he was A. 
to practiſe in Order to his Happineſs, and that 
was the Reaſon that with ſo great earneſtneſs he 
cried out; Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved? That W! 
is, I have now a Mind to be a Chriſtian, and to ab 
enter into that Covenant, with God, which hee 
has been pleaſed to offer to Mankind by Jeſus W mi 
Chriſt; of the Truth of whoſe Miſſion, and the w 
Sincerity of -whoſe Promiſes, I am verily per-W T 
ſuaded ; but I beſeech you to inform me of the 
Condition of this Covenant, which I am a per- 
fe&t Stranger to, and to tell me what I am to of 
do on my Part in order to attain that Happineſs, be 
which' God promiſes to confer on his. To this fo 
the Apoliles anſwer; Believe on the Lord Feſus I 11: 
Chriſt, and thou fhalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe: de 
That is, you {ſhall obtain this your Deſire of I ce 
Everlaſting Happineſs, if you ſtedfaſtly believe and I fe! 
ſincerely practiſe the Precepts of that —_ ar 
whic 
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The Chriſtian's Way to Heaven. 55 
nd | which was declared to the World by Jeſus Chriſi; 
per and which you ſhall learn by our Inſtruction; 
on For it is plain, that by this the Apoſtles did not 
he mean a - Belief, but à Performance of the 8 
io- | other Duties likewiſe recommended by the Goſ- 
ted pel Diſpenſation. For in the next Words it is 
re;  faid, That they ſpake anto him the Ward of the 
ſo Lord, and ts all that were in bis Houſe; ver. 3 2. 
Out That is, they inſtructed him in the Principles of 
p- the Chriſtian Religion, and explained to him what 
er- he was to Believe and Practiſe in this Goſpel Cove- . 
od EE nant, that he 1 2 be Partaker of thoſe Promiſes 
d; he was defirous of. | . 

it; ; 0 

ens Now in diſcourfing to you upon theſe Words, 
ed, I ſhall draw up, in a narrow Compaſs, all the Ge- 
ho E ncral Rules and Obligations of the Chriſtian Reli- - 
of; gion, which will be uſeful for you upon theſe two 
vas Accounts. | | 


— —_ — — — 
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he Firs T, Becauſe by this you may ſee your 
hat Whole Duty at one View, which will be ſervice- 

| to MW able to you, in reducing to an eaſy Method what 
he you have read and heard in good Books and Ser- 
ſus MW mons ; and will be more eſpecially uſeful to them, 
the who have not Time or Money, to read or buy large 
der- Treatiſes on theſe Subjects. "2 
the | 1 
er- SECONDLY, Becauſe by having theſe Terms 

to of Salvation ready in your Mind, you will not 
eſs, be fo eaſily ſubject to Deſpondencies, or uncom- 
this fortable Reflections upon Danger of your Miſcar- 
eſus riage in a future State; for when you fully un- 
v/e : I deritand upon what Conditions every Man may « 
"of certainly be ſaved; you need not trouble your- 
and I felves to wait for any particular Marks of Aſſur- 
zion | ance, which, after all, a Man may be deceived 
ich a;: 4 in, 


— — 


1 John v. 14. 
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in. But no Man has Reaſon to diftruff, that 


God Almighty will not reward him with Eternal 
Happineſs, when he is ſure he has diſcharged thoſe 
Conditions which God in his Holy Word has pro- 
miſed eternal Happineſs to. 


N o w theſe Conditions or Qualifications of Sal- 


vation, I ſhall reduce to as few Heads as conveniently 
' Ian, and ſpeak to them in their order, 


I. Condition, To believe all the Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, 


. 


- 


FinsT, Yan comnet be ſaved, unleſs you believe 
the Gopel of Feſus Chriſt, and the main Articles 


of Faith contained in it. For the Scxipture fays 
expreſsly z He that believeth, and is baptized, ſpall 
be ſaved; but be that believeth not, ſball be damned, 
Mark xviii. 16. Therefore you muſt believe, that 
there is one only (4a) Eternal, (4) Almighty, («) 
All-wiſe, and (4) Merciful God, who created (e 
all Things by his Almighty Wiſdom and Power, 
and governs (/) them by his Providence; that he 
has ſent his only Son Chriſt Jeſus into the World, 
to Redeem, by his Blood, (g] the forfeited Souls 
of finful Mankind; and you. muſt believe, that 
there is the holy Spirit ( 4) of God, the CORY 
DE Bs. whie 


( Deut. iv. 25. 1 Cor. viii. 4. Iſa. xlv. 5. John 
xvii. 3. Iſa. xlviii. 12. Gen. xxi. 33. 1 Tim, 
i. 17. () Gen. xvii. 1. Matt. iii. 9. Eph. iii. 20. 
e) Rom. xvi. 17. 1 Tim. i. 17. Job xi. 7. (4) 
Exod. xxxiv. 6. Luke i. 50. 2 Cor. i. 3. (e) Exod. 
xxxi. 17. Acts xvii. 24. ( For the Providence 
of God, ſee Pſalm xxxvii. Prov. xi. 31. Job xxxvi. 


6. Matt. vi. 28. (g) John viii. 42. 1 Tim. i. 15. 


Eph. i. 7. (h) John xxiv. 16. Rom. viii. 14. 
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The Chriſtian's Way ta Heaven. 7 
which our Saviour promiſed to ſend, which does 
continually put into our Mind good Deſires, does 
keep us from Temptations, (7) does Sanctify (l | 
al good Mens Hearts, and render them acceptable F 
unto God. You muſt ſtedfaſtly believe that the 
Holy Scriptures are the (7) inſpired Word of | 
God „ and particularly, that the Miracles and | 
Doctrines of our bleſſed Saviour were really true, 
and ſach as they are there recorded to be. Now 
unleſs you cordially. believe theſe Things, you can 

have no Pretence to enter into Covenant with 
E God in this Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and to be en- 
titled to the Salvation propoſed by Jeſus Chrift: 
for otherwiſe you are Ide; and though you N 
ſhould outwardly. join yourſelves in Communion 
with Chriſt's Flock, yet you will receive no more 
Benefit by that, than if you were Mahometans or 
Pagans. Therefore, in the firſt Place, you muſt 
take care to haye a firm Belief of theſe Things, 
and to be a/mays ready to give an Anſwer to every 
Man that asketh you 4 Reaſon 8. the Hope that is in 
vou; that is, to believe the Doctrines of Chriſtia- 
nity upon rational Grounds, not to ſtick to them 
only upon the Prejudice of our Education, but 
becauſe upon full Search and Enquiry, you find 
all the Reaſon in the World to believe them. 
Whenever you 'find any unbelieving Thought to 
riſe up in your Minds, which the Devil will never 
be wanting, upon Occaſion, to ſuggelt, uſe your 
utmoſt Endeavour to ſhake off that ungodly Doubt, 
by confronting it with ſome indubitable Truth, 
or by getting further Information of abler Chriſe 
tians. But above all, by conſtant Reading and 
A4 Study⸗ 


eee Few OE TTY 
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| (i) 2 Pet. i 9. Rom. viii. 26. Rev. xii. 10. 
. 92 Tit. iii. 5, 1 Cor. vi. 11. (/) 2 Tim, iii. 16. 
1 Pet. . 11. | | oe 
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8 De Cbriſtian's Way ts Heaven. 4 
Studying God's Word, (n) and by fervent Prayer 
to him to help our Unbelief ; for you may be aſ- 
ſured, that ten to one more 1nfide/s are made by a 
Neglect of Reading the Scriptures, and of daily 
Prayers to God, than by all the poiſoned Books 
and Diſcourſes which are levelled againſt our Re- 
Jigion. And I would have you obſerve farther, 
which is a great Argument for you to ſettle in your 
Hearts a firm Belief of all the Goſpel Truths, that 
there is hardly any Wickedneſs which Men com- 
mit, or any Sin they fall into, but it proceeds 


chiefly from ſome kind of Infidelity or other; be- 


cauſe they do not rightly believe the Providence 
of God, or his Juſtice, or Mercy, or Veracity ; 


but have got into their Heads ſome fond Notion, 


of their own concerning theſe Attributes, which 
may better agree with their vicious Lives, than 


that Idea which God has given of himſelf in his 
Holy Word. Therefore be ſure to be well prin- 


cipled, and to have true Notions of theſe Matters ; 
uſe your utmoſt Endeavours firmly to believe, and 
fully to underſtand all that the holy Scriptures fa 

concerning them; for this is the Foundation of all 
true Religion; and unleſs this be rightly laid, all 
the other Building, which may be raiſed after- 


wards, falls to the Ground, and comes to no- 


thing. 
II. Condition. To avoid all groſs Sins. 


'SeconDLY, AFTER the Believing of the 
Geſpel Truths; in the next Place, in order to your | 


Salvation, and as another Branch of your Covenant 


with Chriſt, you muſt leave off all groſs and appa- 


rent Sins. For a Man, whilſt he lives a * 
| an 


» ws 


(n) John v. 39. Acts xvii. 4. Rom. xv. 4. 


* 
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„ ind vicious Life, can have no Hopes of Salvation; 
. ſach, by the whole Tenor of the Goſpel, being 
excluded from it. The Apoſtle St Paul gives you 


a | . 7 
v i? long Catalogue of ſuch Sins as are inconſiſtent 
with Salvation. Noro the Works of the Fleſh are 


: manifeſt, which are theſe ; Adultery, Fornication, - | 
- Untleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, 

ta Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Se- 
it ditions, Herefies, Envyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, 
Revellings, and ſuch lite; of the which I tell you 
is ere, as I have alſo told you in times paſt, that : 
a they which do ſuch Things, ſhall not inherit the | 
' 8 Kingdom of God, Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. Therefore 
if you would have any Hope of going to Heaven, 
you muſt leave off a wicked Courſe of Life; you 
h | muſt take Care to repent of, and forſake ſuch 
Sins as will ſhut you out from thence. You 


i. cannot expect to go thither, whilſt you live in 
2 a State of Oy or Uncleanneſs; if you are 
; not juſt in your Dealing, and do not make Sa- 


4 tisfaction and Reparation for all the Wrongs and 
| Injuries you have done; if you live in a Courſe 
f of Drunkenneſs; if you are guilty of Profane 
1 | Swearing and Curſing ; if you live Quarrelſomly 
and Contentiouſly with your Neighbours; if you 
be Proud and Haughty, Malicious and Revenge- 
ful, Therefore it ; ola ou, not only to be 
careful to avoid Drunkenneſs, Incontinency, and 
other fleſſily Sins, but to diveſt yourſelves of Pride 
and Malice, and other Sins of the Mind; for 
„ | theſe ſpiritual Vices are as much inconſiſtent with 
* a State of Chriſtianity as the fleſhly ; they do as 
5 | much Miſchief in this World, and make a Man 
;- as unqualified for the Other; and you may fur- 
d ther take Notice, that the moſt wicked Beings of 
d all God's Creation, I mean the Devils in Hell. 
have no Sins of the Fleſh to anſwer for, and yet 


AAS. 25 they 
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Die Cbriſtian's Way to Heaven. | 
Studying God's Word, (n) and by fervent Prayer 
to him to help our Unbelief; for you may be aſ- 
ſured, that ten to one more 1nfide!s are made by a 
Neglect of Reading the Scriptures, and of daily 
Prayers to God, than by all the poiſoned Books 
and Diſcourſes which are levelled againſt our Re- 
jigion. And I would have you obſerve farther, 
which is a great Argument for you to ſettle in your 
Hearts a firm Belief of all the Goſpel Truths, that 
there is hardly any Wickedneſs which Men com- 
mit, or any Sin they fall into, but it proceeds 
chiefly from ſome kind of Infidelity or other; be- 
cauſe they do not rightly believe the Providence 
of God, or his Juſtice, or Mercy, or Veracity 


but have got into their Heads ſome fond Notion 


of their own concerning theſe Attributes, which 
may better agree with their vicious Lives, than 


that Idea which God has given of himſelf in his 


Holy Word, Therefore be ſure to be well prin- 
cipled, and to have true Notions of theſe Matters ; 
uſe your utmoſt Endeavours firmly to believe, and 
fully to underſtand all that the holy Scriptures ſay 
concerning them; for this 1s the Foundation of all 
true Religion: and unleſs this be rightly laid, all 
the other Building, which may be raiſed after- 


wards, falls to the Ground, and comes to no- 


thing. 
II. Condition. To avoid all groſs Sins, 


SECONDLY, AFTER the Believing of the- 
Goſpel Truths; in the next Place, in order to your 


Salvation, and as another Branch of your Covenant 
with Chriſt, you muſt leave off all groſs and appa- 
rent Sins. For a Man, whilſt he lives a lewd 


and 


n) John v. 39. Acts xvii. 44 Rom. xv. 4. 
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os amd vicious Life, can have no Hopes of Salvation; 

af. I ſuch, by the whole Tenor of the Goſpel, being | 
excluded from it. The Apoſtle St Paul gives you | 

a long Catalogue of ſuch Sins as are inconſiſtent 

ts with Salvation. Now the Works of the Fleſh are 

©. | manifeſt, which are theſe; Adultery, Fornication, 

Untleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Iaolatry, Witchcraft, 

ur Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Se- 

ditions, Herefies, Envyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, 

Revellings, and ſuch lite; of the which I tell you 

ds Leere, as I have alſo told you in times paſt, that 

they which do ſuch Things, ſhall not inherit the 


ce | Kingdom of God, Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. Therefore 
? 3 if you would have any Hope of going to Heaven, 


you muſt leave of a wicked Courſe of Life; you 
ch | muſt take Care to repent of, and forſake ſuch 
Sins as will ſhut you out from thence. You 


an * . * . 

\is || cannot expect to go thither, whilſt you live in 
n. || 2 State of og or Uncleanneſs; if you are 
s; not juſt in your Dealing, and do not make Sa- 


10 tisfaction and Reparation for all the Wrongs and 
Injuries you have done; if you live in a Courſe 
aft | of Drunkenneſs; if you are guilty of Profane 
all | Swearing and Curſing; if you live Quarrelſomly 
and Contentiouſly with your Neighbours; if you 
be Proud and Haughty, Malicious and Revenge- 
ful. Therefore it ab ou, not only to be 
careful to avoid Drunkenneſs, Incontinency, and 
other fleſhily Sins, but to diveſt yourſelves of Pride 
and Malice, and other Sins of the Mind; for 
he. || theſe ſpiritual Vices are as much inconſiſtent with 
ur | 2 State of Chriſtianity as the fleſhly ; they do as 
„t | much Miſchief in this World, and make a Man 
a- as unqualified for the Other; and you may fur- 
vd | ther take Notice, that the moſt wicked Beings of 
nd all God's Creation, I mean the Devils in Hell. 
have no Sins of the Fleſh to anſwer for, and yet 


_—_ they 
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they ſhall undergo the moſt terrible Damnation ſor 
their Pride and Malice, and other Sins of the Mind, 
which too many Men do look upon, in themſelves 


at leaſt, as hardly any Sins at all. 
III. Condition. To avoid every ſingle Sin we 
know to be ſuch, 


 TriRDLY, IN order to N Salvation, you 
nul tale care not only to avoid a ſettled Courſe of 
Wit kedneſs, ar a Life of Viciouſneſs, but to root out 
z your Hearts every ſingle Sin you find there. 
There is a great many Men, that for the gene- 
rality live good and virtuous Lives, but yet there 
is ſome boſom Sin they indulge themſelves in, 
and do, as it were, compound with God Al- 
mighty to part with all the reſt to retain that, 
Thus there are ſeveral who can without any great 
difficulty refrain from Intemperance, or Covetouſ- 
neſs, or Pride, or Contention, ſo they may but 
enjoy their Luſt. To another, Covetouſneſs is 
the only Darling, and he can be content to be 
Chaſte and Sober, in hopes that God will excuſe 
him for being Hard and Griping. Miſtake not; 
God Almighty does expect to be loved with all the 
Mind, and all the Soul, and all the Strength. 
Matt. xii. 30. We muſt perfec® Holineſs in the 
Fear of the Lord, 2 Cor. vii. 1. And we are 
taught, that he who ſhall keep the whole Law, and 
offend in one Point, he is guilty of all, James ii. 10. 
hat is, he ſhall as effectually be damned for that 
one Sin unrepented of, as if he had been guilty 
of many more Sins. Therefore do not cheat 
yourſelves, and fool yourſelves out of your pre- 
cious Souls, by thinking you ſhall ever go to 
Heaven, by ſerving God by Halves. God Al- 
mighty will either have your whole Souls, or 
none 3 
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none; he will never ſuffer you to make Him a 
Sharer with the Devil. Do not think it will avail 
you to ſay, it is but one Sin; for that one is fatal. 
For Sin to the Soul, is like a ſtrong Poiſon to 
the Body, a Drop of it is as killing as if you 
drank a Gallon. So that upon the whole, you 
have no Way to ſecure your Salvation, but by 
forſaking every known Sin, though never ſo ſinall 
in your Opinion; if you know it to be a Sin, you 
muſt know it to be Damnable, and that there is 
no Salvation to be expected whilſt you continue 
in it. Therefore you muſt frequently examine 
your Conſciences, and ſtrictly ſurvey and look into 
every Corner of your Soul, and whatever Sin you 
find there, diſpatch it without any Quarter, and 
do not put it off from Time to Time, as being 
unwilling to part with it, but take the firſt Op- 
portunity to repent of and amend it; beg God 


Almighty's Pardon for the former Commiſſion of it, 


and his Grace for the future to avoid it. 


IV. Condition. To pradtiſe all the Goſpel 


Virtues. 


FourTuly, THE next flep you muſt take, in 
order to be ſaved, is to praiſe the Goſpel Virtues ; 
which you find laid down in God's Word for your 
Chriſtian Performance. For Chriſtianity does not 
conſiſt only of a few negative Preceꝑts; it does not 
oblige you juſt only to avoid Sin, but it engages 
you to the Performance of ſeveral Virtues and 
Graces; which unleſs you can make yourſelves 
Maſters of, you cannot be qualified for Heaven. 
Do not A with that , which ſome 

illy People have of a good Man, as when the 

= Such a one is a 2 Man, becauſe he 9085 

no Body any Harm; as if it was enough to be 
| Religi- 


The Chriſtian's Way to Heaven. 1 R : 


N. 
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Religious, not to be Miſchievous. For a Man 


may abſtain from this, upon account of good 
Nature, and a Gentleman-like Education : and 
beſides, this ſingly of itſelf is no great Matter of 
Virtue, and is no more than what Stocks and 
Stones, and tame Beaſts may pretend to ; for they 
likewiſe do no Body any Harm. But true Chrif. 
tianity has in it more Spirit and Vigour, it is a Life 


of Action; and thoſe who pretend to it, muſt not 


only avoid all ill Things, but they muſt do a great 
many good ones, 


Humility, 


You muſt learn therefore to practiſe the Chriſ. 
tian Grace of Humility; (=) you muft have as 
mean Thoughts as poſſibly you can of yourſelves, 
upon Conſideration that all you can boaſt of does 
proceed from the free Gift of God; you muſt 
not deſpiſe the meaneſt of your fellow Creatures, 
but rather Glorify your gracious God, who has 
been pleaſed to beſtow on you more liberal Talents; 
and laſtly, you muſt ſhew to all a meek and courte- 
ous Behaviour, conſidering that they proceed 
from the ſame common Stock, and do partake of 
the ſame common Nature with you, and that 
Chriſt condeſcended to die for the Pooreſt as well 
as the Greateſt, 


Patience. 


YOU muſt likewiſe adorn your Souls with 
Patience, (o and bear your Afflictions with a 
true Chriſtian Magnanimity and Fortitude, and 
with a perfect Reſignation to the good Will of 
God, conſidering that he ſends thoſe Sufferings 


our 


- (n) Matt. xx. 25, (o) Luke xxl. 19. James 
v. 8. 1 Pet. ii. 20, 
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out of a pure fatherly Kindneſs and Correction, to 
wean us from the World, and to bring us nigher 
unto him; to give us Demonſtration of our Le- 
gitimacy in Grace, and that we are not Baſtards, 
but Sons. 


Forgiveneſs, and Love of our Enemies. 
WE muſt learn likewiſe zo forgive our Enemies: 


to do good to them that hate us; and pray fir them 


that deſpitefully uſe us, and perſecute us; (p) con- 
ſidering that we have for this the expreſs Com- 
mand and Example of our bleſſed Lord, and that 
a meek and peaceable Diſpoſition is the greateſt 
Ornament of a Chriſtian, and does not only con- 


duce to the Peace and Quiet of the World, but to 


a Man's own Satisfaction; whilſt Malice and Re- 
venge do rack the Soul with continual Torment, 
and turn Society and Neighbourhood into Tumults 
and Flames. 


Charity of Opinion. 


YOU muſt likewiſe endeavour to make your- 
ſelves Eminent in other Acts of Charity. ( You 
mult be Charitable in your Opinions and Cenſures 
of other Men : you muſt not be too forward in 
believing ſlanderous Reports, nor too buſy in re- 
lating other Mens Failures : you muſt have a Care 
of denouncing Damnation upon all who differ 
in Religious Matters from you; but let your 
Love go with them with whom your Opinions 
cannot. | 


_ Charity of Relief. 


YOU muſt, according to your Abilities, he 
liberal to the Poor, (r) conſidering that God 
has 


1 7 ) Matt. v. 44. (4) 1 Cor. xiii. 4 Deut. 
xv. 7. Plal, xli. 1. Luke xiv, 13. Prov. xxviii. 27. 


l 


— — — — 
12 


14 The Chriftian's Way ta Heaven. 


has made us, who are in à better Capacity, 
Stewards for them ; and the Scriptures aſſure us, 
that he who is Merciful to the Poor, lendeth unto the 
Lord; and therefore we may be ſure, when God 
Almighty has engaged himſelf to be our Debtor, 
he will repay us with the greateſt Intereſt. 


Mbortification and Self- denial. 


OUR Religion obliges us yet further to a 
higher Duty, and which does run a little more 
contrary to the Stream of our natural Inclinations, 
and that is, to Mertification and Se/F-denial (5). 
And to mortify our Members, and to deny all Lu- 
godlineſs and worldly Lufts,1Tim.ii.12. is not with- 
out Reaſon enjoined us. For though we may live 
an ordinary Life of Virtue, without undergoing 
theſe ſeveter Duties, yet it is very difficult to do 
itz and if we do not reſtrain and abridge our 
Appetites, oftentimes in lawful Things, they will 
be apt to grow ſo headſirong, that we ſhall be 
hardly able to keep them from unlawful, Be- 
ſides, fince God Almighty has deſigned this 
World only as a State of Probation for the other, 
where there is none of theſe ſenſual Enjoyments 
to be found, it is but reaſonable we ſhould be 
ſomething weaned from thoſe lower Pleaſures, 
that we may be able to reliſh thoſe high and ex- 
alted ones which are deſigned for us hereafter. 
Theſe, and all other Virtues which are preſcribed 
to you by God's Word, you muſt exerciſe your- 
ſelves in, in this your Chriſtian Warfare; you 
mult run this Race which God has ſet before 
you. if you would obtain the- Crown which is 
aid up for you. And to do this the better, let 
this be your conſtant Rule; to do every thing 

| with 


WT Mat. v. 29. Rom, viii, 1 3. Col. iti, 5, 


* 
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with readineſs, which you are perſuaded will be 
acceptable to God, and to let your Light ſhine be- 
fore Men, that is, to endeavour to ſhew the beſt 
Example in Religion, which, without Oſtentation 
and Vanity, you poflibly can 3 and laſtly, to do 
all the Good you can in your Generation ; if 
you do this ſincerely, though it may be with a 
great deal of Imperfection, God Almighty in his 
Goodneſs will accept this imperfect for a compleat 
Obedience. 


V. Condition. To obſerve the Ordinances of 


Chriſt, and his Holy Church. Public 
Prayer, as well as private, Marning and 
Evening. 


FirTHLY, NEXT in order to your Salvation, you 


muſs be diligent in obſerving the Ordinances, which 


either Chrift himſelf or his holy Church bath in- 


flituted, for the furtherance of Godlineſs and true 
Religion. Therefore you mult be conſtant in the 
Duty of Prayer, as well Public as Private (). 
You muſt at leaſt twice every Day, Morning and 
Evening, betake yourſelves to your Cloſets, -or 
ſome private Place of your Houſes, and there Pray 
to God to forgive you whatever Offences you have 
committed, and to beg his Grace and Protection for 
the time to come. If you neglect this Duty, you 
live the Lives of perfect Heathens, you quite put 
yourſelves out of God's Favour and Care, which 
good Chriſtians lay claim to, and have nothing but 
your bare Baptiſm to diſtinguiſh you from the pro- 


fane Pagans. 
® Benefit 


(%) Ia. l. 7. Luke xviii. 8. AR iii, 1. Matt, 
xxi. 13. Matt. vii. 7. Luke xviii. 1. Rom, xii. 12. 


Eph. vi. 18. Plalm cxix. 164. 
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Benefit of public Prayer. 


YOU wuſt likewiſe, at leaſt upon Sundays 
and Holidays, attend the Public Service of 
the Church (2); for the Apoſtle taxes the for- 
faking the Aſſemblies as a great Fault, Heb. x, 25. 
And in the Public Congregation we may ex- 
pe& our Prayers to be ſooner heard, when they are 
Joined with the united Prayers of ſo many good 
People. | 


- Hearing the Word, and that from our own 
Miniſters, 

YOU muſt likewiſe be very diligent and at- 
tenve in Hearing the Word of God, as it is (w / 
Preached by his Miniſters ; for the Scripture tells 
us, that Faith cometh by Hearing, Rom. x. 17. 
And therefore you ought not to ſlight this great 
Means of your Salvation. Neither muſt you in- 
dulge yourſelves in filly Fancies, liking or not Ive 
liking your Miniſter's Phraſe or Action, but you e 
ought chiefly to mind the Subſtance of what he a. 
ſays; for you may Benefit enough, if you pleaſe, to 
by the meaneſt Miniſter of the Goſpel, if you eo 
hear him with that Soberneſs you ought; for . 
Tet me tell you, the Fault of your not profiting Im. 
does not ſo much lie in unedifying Miniſters, as m 
in unpractiſing Congregations, Nor muſt you fee 
run about, gadding to other Churches, to hear 183 
others you are better pleaſed with; for beſides BO 
the great Fault you commit in diſcouraging your Ihe 
own Miniſter's Endeavours, you cannot expect W. 
that God ſhould. afford the ſame Bleſſing to the an 
Hearing of the Word out of the Method he has A. 

preſcribed de 


( John iii. 2 Chron, xx. (ta) Rom, x. TH 
Luke viii. 18. 7 | | 


- 
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ziven Charge of your Souls. 


* Reading the Holy Scriptures. 

or- 

25. YOU muſt likewiſe be conſtant in Neading 
ex- God's Word, (x) or getting it read to you; for; 
are this is the moſt conſiderable Motive you can make 
ood Fuſe of to a good Life; becauſe then you hear God 


Almighty himſelf ſpeaking to your Conſciences, 
whoſe Authority will prevail much more with you 
than our Preaching; and beſides, by this you may 
examine the Doctrine which we teach, and ſee 

at- that we do not impoſe upon you, but preach to you 
(zo what is agreeable to that excellent Rule. 


17. Frequent Receiving the Lord's Supper. 


'in- | YOU muſt furthermore, as frequently as con- 
not veniently you may, receive the Holy Sacrament of 
you ſour Lord's Body and Blood; for whilit you live in 
t he | conſtant Neglect of this, you have little Pretence 
zaſe, to be Chriſtians, becauſe our bleſſed Lord has 
you commanded all his Followers to do this in Re- 
for ¶enbrance of him; and if you will not thus Re- 
ting member him, and ſhew this token by your Com- 
„ as munion with him and his Church, you do in ef- 
you fect deny your Baptiſmal Vow, and turn Rene- 
hear [gado's to the Religion of Chriſt. This is the 
ides Oath of Fidelity to our heavenly Prince, which 
our he has required of you frequently to renew; 
pect Which if you refuſe, you caſt off all Allegiance 
the Rand Subjection to him, and turn Rebels to his 
has Adminiſtration, Whilſt you negle& this, you 
ibed [deprive yourſelves of the Grace of God's : oly 
— |. + pirit 


(*) Matt. xxii. 29. John v. 39. Acts tvii. 11, 
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preſcribed, and from thoſe to whom he has not 
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Spirit, which is plentifully conveyed by a due 
Receivirig this Holy Sacrament; you leave your 
Souls defenceleſs againſt all the Aſſaults of the 
World, the Fleſh and the Devil, which may at- 
tack them ; and defraud yourſelves of the Seal of 
God's Pardon for Sin, which is fully given to all 


worthy Receivers. 


Religious obſerving Sundays and Helidays, 


YOU myſt alſo Religiouſly obſerve all the 
Feaſts and wh of the Church, not only by com- 
ing to Church on Sundays, Fust. days, and Holidays, 
but by dedicating beſides ſome conſiderable Part of 
them to your Religious Exerciſes in private. 


Bringing Children to public Baptiſm, Catechiſm 


and Confirmation. 


YOU muſt, laſtly, take Care to bring your Chil. 
dren, as ſoon as may be, to partake of the Holy Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm; not at home, as is the vain and 
irreligious Faſhion of ſome, but to Church, where 
this Sacrament may be more ſolemnly adminiſ- 
tred, and where your Children may partake of the 
Joint Prayers of the Congregation of God's Peo- 
ple: And when you have done fo, you mult ſee 
them well inſtructed in the Principles of Chriſtian 
Religion, and that they come to take their Reli- 
pion upon themſelves, which their Sureties in 

aptiſm promiſed they ſhould, when the Biſhop 
does adminiſter the Sacred Ordinance of Confir- 


mation, 
VI « Con- 
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VI. Condition. To Watch againſt all 
Tiemptations and Failures, 


SixXTHLY and LasTLY, IN order to Salvation, 
you -muſt take Care to Exerciſe another Duty, which 
is particularly recommended by our Saviour, as 4 
Guard to all the reſt; and that is. Watchfulng/1, 
Matt. xxiv. 42. and xxv. 14, Acts xx. 31. 


Tuovon you have truly repented of your 
Sins, and got * a Habit of Vine, and a Re- 
ligious Courſe of Life; yet if you have not a. 
great Guard upon yourſelves, you will inſenſi- 
bly relapſe again into your former Condition: 
For you mutt needs think that the Devil will 
uſe the utmoſt of his Spite and Cunning, and 
will play his main Batteries upon thoſe who. 
have forſaken his Cauſe, and are obedient to 
the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, The Holy Scrip- 
ture informs you, that he goes about /ike 4 
rearing Lion, Flieg whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 
v. 8. And you may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 
he will devour none fo eaſily as thoſe Chriſti- 
ans who live of of their Guard; therefore 
when you have forſaken a Courſe of Sin, and 
are arrived at a tolerable Perfeftion of Virtue and 
Godlineſs, do not fit down ſecure, as if there was 
nothing more to be done; for in your Chriſ- 
tian Warfare there is Work enough ta go for- 
wards in, as long as you live. It requires a 
great deal of Diligence and Circumſpection to 
keep the Ground you have already gotten, to 
ſtand firm againſt all Temptations, and to main- 
tain your Integrity in a vicious Age, when 
Wickedneſs is oft-times applauded and Virtue 

. meets 
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meets with ſo great Diſcouragements. But there 
is hardly any ſtanding at a Stay in a Religious 
Courſe; you will either go Forwards or Back- 
wards, and "therefore 'be watchful, that you do 
not move the wrong Way; and this you cannot 
be ſure of, unleſs, as long as you live, you be 
improving in Virtue, I do not doubt, but many 
Chriſtians are in a ſalvable State, that are ſub- 
ject to many Imperſections and Failures; but as 
they lire on, they muſt till go forwards in the 
Conquelt of theſe. A fincere Penitent, who is 
juſt come out of a flagitious Courſe of Life, has 
enough to do to fence againſt the groſs Sins he 
has ſo much been accuſtomed to; but God ex- 
pects from one, who has been long habituated to 
a Courſe of Godlineſs, that he ſhould be very 
watchful againſt all Human ImperfeQtions what- 
ſoever, Such a one muſt not think ſo eaſily to 
be excuſed from Sins of Ignorance when after 
a long Exerciſe in hearing and reading God's 
Word, he might have better informed himſelf 
of his Duty; he cannot ſo well plead Sins of 
Infirmity when his Nature has very conſide- 
rably lolt its Biaſs to Sin by a long Courſe of 
Virtue. Therefore good Chriſtians muſt be 
going forwards in a State of Virtue as long as 
they live; they muſt be ſtill bettering and im- 
proving their Natures, more and more inform- 
ing their Underſtandings in Religious Truths, 
and rectifying their Wills; they will find Work 
enough to watch againſt all imprudent and of- 
fenſive Actions, againſt idle Words, againſt ſud- 
den Anger, againſt Coldneſs, and ſome involun- 
tary Excurſions in Devotion. And for an In- 
couragement to this Progreſs, God Almighty will 
not only reward them with a bare /aving their 
| Souls, 


al 
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Souls, but will liberally beſtow on ſuch the Ten 
Talents, Lake xix. 24. He will advance them 
according to their Improvement in Piety, to one 
of the higheſt Thrones in the Heavenly Kingdom, 
For one Star differeth from another Star in Glory 
1 Cor. xv. 41. | | 


Ax v now let me fpeak a Word or two, by way 
of Exhortation and Inference from what has been 
{aid. 


Firſt, LET me apply myſelf to the more mature 
and elderly Sort among you, | 


Vo u have been long ſince Inſtructed in the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion; you have 
had the Catechetical Inſtruction of the Church 
in your younger Days, and have heard the Word 
of God conſtantly Preached unto- you in your 
riper Years; and therefore you ought not only 
to know your Duty, but to be conſiderable Pro- 
ficients in it. It is a Shame for you to be ig- 
norant of thoſe Chriſtian Doctrines, which the 
Children are taught to underſtand; and then 
to learn the Way to Heaven, when you have 
hardly time perhaps before Death to do it in. 
Oh! What a killing Speech is it to hear a Man 
ſay, he did underſtand Religion when he was 
Young! Wretched Sinner! What haſt thou 
been doing all this Time? You that ovght 
to have been the Teacher of Religion to o- 
thers, Doſt thou want the very Inſtructions of 
this Duty thyſelf! How canſt thou anſwer 
it to God, to retain thy Trade, thy Debts, and 
every thing elſe in Mind, and only to have for- 
got thy Religion? If there be any ſuch among 


you, 
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you, get out” of this wicked Careleſneſs as ſoon 
as you can; apply yourſelves to the Reading th 
Holy Scriptures and other good Books; come conf, 
ſtantly to Church, and mind what is there ſaid 
and be aſhamed to continue in ſuch Ignorance an; 
longer. 


As for you who have not been ſo very negli 
gent as to forget your Duty, but yet neverthe 
leſs, in deſpite of your Knowledge, and unde: 
Conviction of your own Conſciences, do live ir 
'a conſtant Breach of it; free yourſelves wit 
all ſpeed from this hazardous State, and venture 
not your Souls in a State of Sin, which yo 
know to be damnable, one Moment longer. Howl 
can you anſwer it to'the Mercy of God, to live 
in a Courfe of Wickedneſs, when he has give! 

vou ſo much Time to repent in? How can yon 
anſwer- it to your own Conſciences, whicino 
are ſo continually upbraiding you with Negfſto 
let of your Duty? How can you anſwer if bi. 
to your Children and Families, to whom yo 
ſhould give an Example of Piety and Religion I rij 


but you ſet them a Copy only of Profaneneſs anꝗ an 
Wickedneſs. It 


As for thoſe good Perſons among you, wh r 
have been mindful of the one Thing neceſlary 
and taken Care for their Souls; who have ac 
quainted themſelves chat they are to do to l 
ſaved, and have made their Practice conform 
able to their Knowledge; let me beſeech you 
my dear Brethren, to pay God your continu: 
Thanks for this great Meaſure of Grace be 
ſtowed upon you; to be modeſt and humbl 
in your Virtuous Accompliſhments; and t 


aſcrib 
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ſcribe all your ſpiritual Strength to the Goodneſs 
pf God ; to endeavour more and more to improve 
n Grace; and, like St Paul, to forget thoſe things 
which are behind, reaching forth unto thoſe things 
bich are before, and preſſing towards the Mark, for 
be Prize of the High Calling of God in Chrift 
Feſus, Phil. iii. 13, 14. | 


Secondly, Anp for the Cloſe of all, let me ap- 


Wply myſelf to the younger Sort among you. 


Lr me beſeech you to bear in Mind the 


Nood Inſtruction and Chriſtian Information, 


which you received from your Paſtors and Friends 
in your Vouth; and let what you learned in thoſe 


tender Years remain freſh in your Memories under 


the hoary Head; let me beſeech you to enter up- 


Yon a Religious Courſe of Life betimes, becauſe 


now you have. all the Advantages in the World 
to go forwards in it. You have no inveterate Ha- 


bits and od Cuſtoms of Sinning to conflict with, 
which oftentimes render all the Endeavours of a 


riper Age ineffectual. Your Nature now is tender 
and pliable, and as it takes its bent at this Age, 
it does for the moſt part ſtand for ever. There- 
fore this is the Time to give it a virtuous Im- 


preſſion, and a true Biaſs to Holineſs, before the 
Devil takes Poſſeſſion of it, and warps it the 


contrary Way, Think how pleaſing and ac- 

ceptable to God an early Plety is, and what an 

Affront it is to Dedicate only the Dregs of your 

_ to his Service, and the-Flower of it to the 
vil. 


Enpeavour to ſettle in your Minds, now you 
are Young, a true Taſte of Godlineſs, and of 
the 
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the Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion; which, 
above all other Religions which ever were ir 
the World, does more eſpecially recommend it 
Weigh in your Hearts ſeriouſly the admirab! 
Rewards which it promiſes to thoſe who per. 
form the Conditions of the Goſpel, and be no 
led aſide by the Vanities of this World, to for. 
feit thoſe exceeding Glories of the other. And 
when you are fully informed, What you muſt d. 
to be [aved, take Care that you do not miſs of that 


Salvation, whereof you know the Methods o 
obtaining. f 
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